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TICKS FROM TAPIES OF PANAMA

This note records the ticks callected from three specimens of Tapivella beardi
(Gill) in Panama, Tapiv Noo 7 waes a young Temale {weight 306 poundsy killed
near Summit, Canal Fone. The licks were collected a few hours after death,
Befare many ticks had leit the carcass. The other two animals wers very young
specimens, nol yet weaned, captured near Aguas Buenas, Republic of Panama,
Mo, 2 appeared to he 4 to & wecke old, Mo, 3, 8 10 10 weeks old, The ficks were
colleeteed from these two small tapics during life.

On the young animals the ticks were gepeeally distributed, but on thie gl
tapir they were much more nmmerous on the venrral surface, especially on the
breast belween the fore legs and on the npper inner parts of the hind legs.

The species of ticks collected were as follows :

Ambivowma tapirellzm Dunn (Parasit, 25:353-355 1933).  Neo1, 10g adulis;

Ne. 2, 88 adults: No.o g 62 adults. The most abundant species present,
Amblyomma oblongoguifaiwm Koch, Mo, 1, 45 adults; Noo 2, 23 adnlts; No. 3,

16 adults, Also abundant, attiching cspecially about the head and necls
Amblyonng coelebe Neumam.,  Noo 1, 30 adulis; was also present on the two

smaller animals. :

Amblyomma cajennenge (Fabricivs), No.o 1, 7 adults; No. 2, 2 adults; No, 3.1
adult. Altheugh rave on the tapirs this species is very abundant in Fanama

o a wide variety of hosts. E
Amblyemma opale Koch, Noo1, 5 adulis; Noo 2, 5 adults, Mo, 3, 2 adults.
Amblvommae Fwwmerale Koch, Mo, 2, 1 adalt. This tick is normally found on the

tortoise.

Haemaphysalis kacht Aragan. Noo 1, 37 specimens; Mo, 2, 3 adulis; Me. 3, 2
adults. This species is common on deer in Panama, Tt 1 have seen no pre-
victs record from fapirs.

In addition o the adull specimens recorded above, larval and pymphal ticks
were extremely abundant on all three tapics,

Since these tapirs arc commonly found in low swampy areas and frequently
cnter the swater to feed on agquatic vemetation or 25 a place of refuge, it scoms
rather remarkable to find their tick infestation so heavy, both in individuals and
‘§peCIes,

Gobdman  (Smiths. Mise. Coll, 6oz Publ, 2408, o 83, 19z0) bas also noted
the heavy tick infestation of thiz species in Panama, so that it is probalily of
cammon  occlrrence.—Lawrence H. Doxx, Gorges Memoerial  Laboratory,
Farnm,
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